Abstract. The human brain is a powerful organ that controls most of the body. Researchers around the world have long tried to uncover how the brain operates, how memories are formed and stored. Our understanding of neurological diseases such as Alzheimer's and Parkinson's disease has been rapidly improving, yet much remains to be done. In this work, we attempt to study changes in intracranial pressure (ICP) for a 12-hour period and discuss whether the resulting estimates could be used as a measure of consciousness.
PROBLEM STATEMENT
The human brain is arguably the most important organ in our body, yet many of its properties remain unknown. By virtue of this uncertainty, defining, let alone studying complex concepts such as consciousness remains extremely difficult. We attempt to approach the problem of quantifying consciousness by assuming that it can be related to changes in intracranial pressure (ICP).
MOTIVATION
Many researchers are trying to better understand the inner workings of the human brain.
Some doctors and pharmaceutical companies claim that they possess different medications and methods that improve brain function, yet many have negative side effects (Talbot, 2009 ). This suggests that there are significant gaps in our understanding of how the brain functions.
However, as we improve our understanding of processes such as consciousness, we can, in turn, better understand the brain and find ways to increase brain function (K, McGovern, 2005 ).
Although we can only speculate about the correct ways of studying consciousness, in this work we discuss using intracranial pressure for this purpose. In our estimates, we used the data from (Lin & Liu, 2010) .
MATHEMATICAL DESCRIPTION AND SOLUTION APPROACH
After examining the data concerning intracranial pressure in rats (Lin & Liu, 2010) and converting it into a scatter plot (time as the -axis and intracranial pressure as the -axis), it became apparent that neither linear nor exponential functions would not fit the data in Figure 1 . 
DISCUSSION
The scatter plot demonstrates the periodic nature of intracranial pressure (ICP). An extrapolation could be made that as ICP changes, so does the memory function. In addition, much of the pressure fluctuates during the middle of the day possibly due to increased or peak activity ( Figure 1 ) and the pressure levels out toward the end of the day (Figure 1 ). On the scatter plot ( Figure 1 ) this trend is not very clear, however the obtained equation helps to predict these features. After the function was superimposed on the scatter plot (see Figure 1) , one can see that the scatter points fit the function reasonably well. As a result, a typical consciousness function could be estimated the trigonometric function of the form
under the assumption that the consciousness is proportional to the intracranial pressure.
CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
The result of this project is a trigonometric function that models ICP changes and potentially could be used to study consciousness. While it is difficult to predict minimum and maximum values of HSP from our function, one can say that during the day after several hours of activity, ICP fluctuates the most and is relatively stable right after waking and before resting.
The results of this project are limited by assumptions; such as whether the data obtained for rats could be used to make predictions about humans. While one may find the use of rat data a stretch, there is a study to support that a rat's brain operates and develops in a similar fashion to that of humans (Bayer et al., 1993) . Furthermore, rats make decisions in a very similar manner to humans; therefore, allowing for the crude comparison between rat ICP and human ICP (Raposo et al., 2012) . 
